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Taggert J. Brooks

During the course of the semester you will be responsible for writing an original piece of research which will likely be 12-18 pages in length.  The originality can come in many forms.  You may extend a previous paper by updating the data, using data for a different group, or adding an important variable to the estimated equation.  

Your paper will include a brief review of the literature, where you discuss the papers previously written on the topic and their findings.

During the course of the project you must apply the econometric techniques and tests we’ve learned.  I would expect that you’ve preformed the appropriate specification tests, including tests for heteroskedasticity, serial correlation (if applicable), Chow tests for parameter constancy, and anything else that is appropriate.  
Your regression results should be neat, readable, and in some form of table.  I don’t want to see unformatted SPSS output.  Remember you should be presenting the important findings, not dumping a garbage truck of the work you did.  The tables should be clearly labeled and referenced in the text.
Your discussion of the results should demonstrate your understanding of the material.  I would expect that you can make inferences about the coefficient estimates, both from a statistical standpoint and from an economic perspective.  Do your results agree with the findings of previous authors?  Why or why not?
Some technical details:  The paper should be in an eye pleasing font of 10 to 12 points, one inch margins and a title page with an abstract.  You must include references and footnotes or endnotes, I can’t imagine writing an academic paper without them.  I don’t care which style you use for references so long as you are consistent.  Chicago style, MLA, or APA are all acceptable.  If in doubt you can use the style required of any journal article. I will hand out a few articles published in different journals throughout this semester.  

You will also present the findings of your research in a form to be determined, either to the class during the final exam period in a presentation or a poster.  The presentation should be a short 10-15 minute summary of your paper and findings.  Be prepared to answer questions about the model you estimated and the diagnostic tests that you ran.  I would expect that this will be done in power point.  Your paper is due May 11th.

